T WO
& A HALF
DAYS
IN LISBON

Hello
my
friend

This small guide is intended to help you get the best of Lisbon when
you only have two days to spare. The city and its surroundings offer a variety of sights & attractions worthy of a visit – no wonder
everyone is talking about it… Ideally, you’d have at least a week
to experience it all but chances are you won’t have that long. The
Belém district alone deserves an entire day or more, with so many
glorious monuments and fascinating museums, but Alfama should
also be explored unhurriedly with its number of picturesque lanes,
viewpoints, and churches.
To help you manage your time, I prepared a few itineraries and
some suggestions to explore the sights that are off-the-beaten-path.
I chose markets, bakeries, gardens and neighbourhoods for you
to explore before you end the day with a little traditional tipple!
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Day 1

Friday

With only two days in Lisbon, you obviously won’t
have time to visit a huge number of monuments
and museums. Focus on the main highlights. We
suggest you start with the must-dos and squeeze
in your personal interests, whether it’s specialist
museums or relaxing on the beach.
Located in one of the most central areas of the capital – between
Baixa, Chiado, Bairro Alto and Príncipe Real - The Independente
is the perfect spot to explore the city center and easily reach all
of its highlights.
If you’re still on time to have lunch, I recommend you head
towards the river and discover one of Lisbon’s hidden secrets,
Cantina das Freiras. It’s one of the most local and authentic
meals you can have in Lisbon. The quiet venue makes it a perfect
choice for an enjoyable lunch that comes with a view over the
Tagus River. If you’re curious about Portuguese contemporary
art and its evolution since 1850, do not miss MNAC, which
is just a few minutes away.
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After this glimpse of what you can expect, start exploring the
Belém district. Although there are many ways to get there we
recommend reaching it by tram #15. It departs from downtown,
where you can also take time to admire the city's main squares
(Rossio and Comércio Square) and pedestrian streets (Rua
Augusta). In Rua Augusta, among other things, you will also find
one of the world’s leading museums of 20th century design –
MUDE. Its collection has been acclaimed by several critics as the
best in Europe, and the entrance is free of charge!
By the way, since not every monument in town is free, we
recommend buying the Lisboa Card (the city tourist pass) as it
allows you to visit most of the main attractions and ride public
transportation for free (available for 24, 48, or 72 hours).
Some sights aren’t free with the card but discounts may apply
nonetheless. You may purchase it online at http://golisbon.rgi.
ticketbar.eu/en/ticketbar-lisbon/lisboa-card/ and pick it up at the
airport or at the main tourism office ("Lisboa Welcome Center")
in Comércio Square.
Once in Belém, head straight to the Jerónimos Monastery, then
take the underpass to the Discoveries Monument, and walk
to Belem Tower. Although being amongst the most touristic
monuments in Lisbon, they are definitely a must-see. If you have
time, take a tour of the Berardo Museum as it has one of the
world’s most acclaimed modern art collections. After trying
Portugal’s most famous custard tarts (“Pastéis de Belém”), jump
back on tram #15 in the opposite direction. Exit at the Alcântara
stop and check LXFactory – an industrial complex that holds a
mix of creative businesses, advertising and fashion
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agencies, original cafes and restaurants and one of Lisbon’s most
amazing bookstores, Ler Devagar. Before leaving this “fabric of
experiences”, take the time to enjoy a cocktail + snack combo
at Rio Maravilha – a gastronomic bar set in the former worker’s
room of the factory. Its amazing view and a very peculiar and
irreverent décor makes it the perfect stop to relax for at least a
few minutes.
Once back downtown, go to Rossio and try the traditional sour
cherry liqueur known as “Ginjinha” at Ginginha Sem Rival, that
literally means “without a rival” (Tip: besides this famous liqueur,
they also sell another one that is almost unknown, even to locals:
Eduardinho). An alternative spot, not far from this one is Amigos
da Severa – the legend goes that the famous Portuguese music,
Fado, was actually born in this exact spot. Walk up to Sé, catch
your breath at one of its viewpoints (miradouros) and then take a
little time off to visit Castelo de São Jorge (Castle of St. George).
At the end of the day go to Alfama and check out one of its
Fado Houses – A Bela or Tasca do Chico are among the best
options. After having Fado’s nostalgic spell cast upon your soul,
get lost in the meanders of the oldest part of town.
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Day 2

Saturday

On the second day begin your journey with a
boost of energy by visiting Tease, an alternative
bakery making “cakes with attitude.”
As you probably know by now, a highlight of any visit to Lisbon is a
ride on the #28 tram. This enjoyable tram route passes through many
of Lisbon’s finest districts, including Baixa, Graça, Alfama and Estrela.
It’s always packed and pick-pockets love it too but it’s worth a ride. You
can catch it at Camões square – the nearest stop from The Independente
– and head to Feira da Ladra, held every Tuesday and Saturday near
Campo de Santa Clara. Its name translates dubiously to something like
Market Of The (female) Thieves but the whole flea market is perfectly
safe. And a lot of fun if you’re a lover of all vintage things!
After finding yourself a new treasure to take home with you, head back
downtown (Baixa) and relax in one of the most multicultural areas
in Lisbon, Martim Moniz. Located between Rossio and the district of
Mouraria, this square holds a famous event that only takes place on
weekends, The Fusion Market. Full of animation, this cheeky bazaar will
allow you to explore through a large variety of small businesses (where
you might find that last-minute saviour gift…) and you may also feel like
savouring some flavours from all around the world. If instead you want
to discover one of the best seafood restaurants in town, you won’t be
disappointed by Ramiro – besides seafood, they’re also known for its
delicious pregos (steak sandwiches). Across the road is the renewed
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Intendente Square – an old prostituion haunt that is now the destination
for all things Cool and Hip. A Vida Portuguesa’s flagship store is a hymn
to Portuguese design and tradition. You simply cannot miss it or it’s tiled
façade which is one of the most impressive in town. Casa Independente,
no relation to us!, is worth visiting for a drink
and you might catch a live gig going on.
Now that you’ve powered up take a short walk uphill through the
beautiful Campo Mártires da Pátria and Torel gardens and become
familiar with another of Lisbon’s seven hills. Take the time to admire the
landscape from this new perspective and follow the fresh breeze that
comes from the river bank to take some snapshots of one of the world’s
best sunsets, in Ribeira das Naus with an afternoon drink in hand at
the Kiosk on the riverfront. To get there I’d recommend that you take
the Lavra Funicular down the hill and walk across Baixa towards
Comércio Square and Cais do Sodré.
End your day’s visits with a night out in Bairro Alto/ Cais do Sodré/
Bica. A Lisboner is a hill-hopper at heart and it’s easy for you to
become one too. Start by having a delicious cocktail at the cosy and
sophisticated Cobre Bar and then head to Bica for dinner and more
drinks. Remember the Funicular at Lavra? And Glória one next to the
Independente? Well, time to meet the pride of Bica and congratulate
yourself on having seen the city’s trio. If you rode Santa Justa
Elevator in your exploration of Baixa then you will have seen the four
emblematic National Monuments that were designed to be a clever
addition to the city’s public transport system. For more info on prices
and timetables check here.
Back to Bica: the neighbourhood is home to lots of smalls restaurants
and bars that are worthy of your time but I suggest that if you want to
try some delicious petiscos (the Portuguese equivalent of tapas and
perfect to share) then go to Madame Petisca, one of Lisbon’s great
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restaurants, brilliantly located next to the Santa Catarina viewpoint. After
a delicious meal with an amazing view, have a beer at Duque Brew Pub
and explore Bairro Alto’s old quarter – and the city’s most vibrant nightlife
neighbourhood. If you want to mingle with the locals, you might also want
to check Loucos e Sonhadores quirky atmosphere.
Half-day alternatives for the restless traveller:
Lisbon is not like the typical busy capital city and remains surprisingly
relaxed, laid-back and charming. However, if you’re a fan of nature
and would like to do some sightseeing in a calmer environment, you
should definitely try spending at least half a day in Sintra. Considered
as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, its mysterious atmosphere,
castles, palaces and the delicious queijadas from Piriquita (if you
enjoyed pastéis de Belém I’m sure you’ll love these!) are just some
of the many reasons why you shouldn’t miss this trip to the “Moon Hill”
(as it is also called). To get there, simply get to Rossio’s train station
and take the 35-40 minute ride right to the last stop.
Another worthwhile destination is Cascais and its surrounding
beaches. Start the journey at Cais do Sodré’s train station and get
ready for the breathtaking landscape you will witness during the next
half hour - Lisbon’s north coastline is extraordinary! On the way, you
will find numerous beautiful beaches; some of them, though, tend to
get crowded as soon as the sun shines and it’s hot enough to bathe.
But if you’re looking for the most amazing of them all, consider renting
a bike in Cascais to get to Guincho (make a stop at Boca do Inferno
and munch a hotdog on sale at the street van). Museums and free
art galleries, a cute little bay, a vibrant marina and even some of the
best ice-creams you’ll ever taste (at Santini) – Cascais has it all. And If
you decide making this trip, on the way back to Lisbon, also consider
a pause to visit Europe’s largest casino, in Estoril. Ian Fleming drew
inspiration for James Bond and his first novel Casino Royale from it
and the eye-catching Hotel Palacio Estoril. True story.
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Day 3

Sunday

You’ll be leaving soon and it might be best
to take it easy today. Locals favour the Estrela
garden (Jardim da Estrela) to unwind and
to let Sunday be Sunday.

Catch the #28 tram once again but this time in the opposite direction: “Estrela”. Exit at the stop with the same name and just cross the road. There
are exotic plants and trees, a small duck-dotted lake, various sculptures, a
children’s playground, and an attractive wrought-iron gazebo that serves
as an old-fashioned bandstand. The pond-side cafe is also a good place
for a small break, before taking a look inside Basílica da Estrela, a vast
neoclassical monument and one of Lisbon’s most glamorous landmarks.
Walk down through Rato square – did you notice I sent you up the hill on a
tram? Walking down is easier! - and head back to The Independente’s neighbourhood. On the way, take your time to explore a bit of Principe Real’s district
and the amazing Botanical Garden. Although covering 10 acres, it’s almost
invisible from the surrounding streets but has one of the largest collections
of subtropical vegetation in Europe.
Before leaving, take the time to enjoy a most typical Portuguese meal at
one of the typical Portuguese restaurants in the area, Tascardoso.
It’s a quintessentially and worth it Portuguese cuisine.
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Oh wait! Have you seen the time? I was just about to send you for a
delicious cup of tea at A Outra Face da Lua, but then I realized that, by
now, you might already be as late as Lewis Carroll’s White Rabbit! So
many narrow streets left for me to show you, so many local habits and
curiosities for you to learn – and such a short amount of time! I can only
hope you’ll give me another opportunity to guide you once more through
this amazing city that never ceases to surprise us. I wish you a safe travel
back home and hope to see you very soon, for our next adventure!
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With Love and Saudade
THE INDEPENDENTE TEAM

www.thecollective.pt
theindependentecollective
+351 21 346 13 81
reservations@thecollective.pt
Rua de S. Pedro de Alcântara 83,
1250-238 Lisboa · Portugal

